
  
 
 

8 June 2022 

Fact Sheet on Veterinary Clearances and Stand-
down Period (Penalty) Variations  
This FAQ for participants outlines the various penalties that may be applied to greyhounds when 
they are scratched or issued a stand-down period in accordance with the Rules, or any veterinary 
certification required, and whether there is an ability to vary any penalty applied.  

This includes penalties or certification requirements for injury, illness, seasonal, return to racing, 
etc that may be issued by Stewards following the scratching by the trainer or on-track veterinarian 
(OTV). 

1. How long does my greyhound get stood down for if I scratch it prior to the 
appointed scratching time for illness or injury (GAR 76)? Can that penalty be 
altered?  

Any scratching under GAR 76 prior to the close of scratching’s for the race meeting for injury or 
illness incurs a 10 penalty from the day of the event (race). Trainers may apply to reduce the 
penalty from 10 days to 7 days only with the production of a certificate from their veterinarian 
stating that the greyhound is “fit to start” at the time of the examination. These examinations 
are not done by the OTV on-course.  
 
2. How long does my greyhound get stood down for if I scratch it after the appointed 

scratching time (GAR 76)? Can the penalty for this late scratching be altered? 
 

These are scratching’s under GAR 76 that occur after the close of scratching’s for the race meeting 
where the greyhound is not presented for kennelling. All these “late scratching’s” under GAR 76 
for injury or illness incur a 10 day penalty from the day of the race meeting, and trainers are 
required to supply a certificate from their veterinarian stating that the greyhound is “fit to start” 
at the time of the examination, or confirm that at the time of their examination the greyhound 
“was found to have “x” injury/illness and is unlikely to race for “x” days.”  
 
A veterinary certificate detailing the finding of their examination and provided to the satisfaction 
of Stewards will meet the requirement to provide a veterinary certificate, but the 10 day stand-
down period will remain against the greyhound - it cannot be amended. These examinations and 
certifications are not done by the OTV on-course.  
 
3. How long does my greyhound get stood down for if I scratch it for a seasonal 

condition (GAR 77(5))? Can that penalty be altered? 
 
Scratching for a seasonal condition will automatically receive a 28 day stand-down period. To 
remove this penalty the trainer must supply a certificate from their veterinarian stating that the 
greyhound is “no longer in season” at the time of examination. These examinations are not 
done by the OTV on-course. 
 
4. What is the penalty if my greyhound is scratched as a result of the On-Track 

Veterinarian finding an illness, injury, or seasonal condition (GAR 92)? Can that 
penalty be altered? 

 
These are late scratching’s under GAR 92 that occur on-course, after examination by the OTV. 
The ability to apply to have the variable stand-down penalty recommended by the OTV altered, 
and process to be followed, will depend on the reason the greyhound was scratched by that OTV, 
and is detailed in each scratching reason below: 
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a) OTV scratches greyhound due to injury  
 

To remove the stand-down period associated with an injury, the trainer must apply to the 
Stewards and be re-vetted on-course under the provisions of GAR 41 (5). The greyhound 
is subject to sampling and must be “free of injury” at the time of examination. The OTV 
cannot alter or reduce the stand-down period; the greyhound is either cleared to race or 
the original penalty is maintained. Only one application to remove the stand down penalty 
can be made per incapacitation period issued, so any greyhounds not “free of injury” at 
the re-vetting, will see out the original stand down period. 
 
Participants must book the on-course “re-vetting” of greyhounds under GAR 41 (5) 
through the Stewards Administration Office. Applicants should either call and speak with 
the Stewards Business Support Officer directly or alternatively apply in writing via email 
to stewardsadmin@grv.org.au and the Business Support Officer will contact 
participants to arrange a suitable venue and time.   
 
Participants should allow at least 24-hours prior to the intended choice of venue and time, 
to process the application. Participants turning up to the venue without having correctly 
applied (and have an approval) for the examination to be conducted, will be unable to do 
so.    
 
b) OTV scratches greyhound due to illness or condition 

 
The Stewards cannot reduce this stand-down period to anything less than 10 days, so this 
option will only apply to greyhounds that were given a stand-down period of 14 days or 
more. To reduce the stand-down period associated with an illness or condition to 10 days, 
the trainer must supply a certificate from their veterinarian stating that the greyhound is 
“free of the illness or condition and is fit to start” at the time of examination. These 
examinations are not done by the OTV on-course. 
 
c) OTV scratches greyhound due to seasonal 

 
To remove the automatic 28 day stand-down period associated with a seasonal condition, 
the trainer must supply a certificate from their veterinarian stating that the greyhound is 
“no longer in season” at the time of examination. These examinations are not done by 
the OTV on-course. 
 
d) OTV scratches greyhound due to being infested with parasites (e.g. fleas), a 

contagious skin complaint, or otherwise being in an unclean or contagious 
condition 

 
To remove any stand-down period associated with these conditions, and the requirement 
for a veterinary clearance certificate, the trainer must supply a certificate from their 
veterinarian stating that the condition “no longer exists” at the time of examination of 
the greyhound. These examinations are not done by the OTV on-course. 

 
5. What is the penalty if my greyhound is examined after racing and given a stand-

down period as a result of the On-Track Veterinarian finding an injury, illness or 
condition (GAR 41)? Can that penalty be altered? 

 
The ability to apply to have the variable stand-down penalty recommended by the OTV altered, 
and process to be followed, will depend on the finding of the examination of the greyhound. To 
apply to have the stand-down period varied, the same process occurs as per if the greyhound 
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was scratched by the OTV for injury, illness or condition outlined above. Refer to answer in FAQ 
4. 
 
6. What is the penalty if at a race meeting my greyhound is found to have a seizure, is 

severely ataxic or distressed, or collapsed (GAR 42 (1))? Can that penalty be 
altered? 

 
The greyhound will be given a suspension in accordance with GAR 42 and may be given a stand-
down period by the OTV. It will also require a veterinary clearance certificate and to complete a 
satisfactory trial before Stewards and the OTV before competing again. Before applying to perform 
the trial, the trainer must supply a certificate from their veterinarian stating that the greyhound 
is “in good health and is suitable to compete in an Event” at the time of examination. These 
examinations are not done by the OTV on-course. The OTV will however observe the greyhound 
before, during and after the satisfactory trial to assist Stewards in determining its suitability to 
return to racing. 
 
7. What is the penalty if at a race meeting my greyhound is found by the On-Track Vet 

to have impaired vision (GAR 42 (4))? Can that penalty be altered? 
 

The greyhound will require a veterinary clearance certificate and to complete a satisfactory trial 
before Stewards and the OTV before competing again. To remove the requirement for a veterinary 
clearance certificate, before applying to perform the trial the trainer must supply a certificate 
from their veterinarian stating that the greyhound has “adequate vision to see the lure”. These 
examinations are not done by the OTV on-course. The OTV will however observe the greyhound 
before, during and after the satisfactory trial to assist Stewards in determining its suitability to 
return to racing. 
 
8. What is the process to un-retire my greyhound (GAR 22 (5))? 
 
The last registered owner or the person responsible for the greyhound at the relevant time may 
apply (or grant permission to a new owner) to un-retire a greyhound that they own (or owned). 
As part of an application for the greyhound coming out of retirement written reasons must be 
provided to the satisfaction of Stewards, along with the provision of a certificate from their 
veterinarian stating that the greyhound is “fit to start” at the time of the examination. These 
examinations are not done by the OTV on-course. A satisfactory trial is required before the 
greyhound can be nominated for any event. The OTV will however observe the greyhound before, 
during and after the satisfactory trial to assist Stewards in determining its suitability to return to 
racing. 

9. My greyhound has not raced for 6-months and I would like to race it again. What do 
I need to do (GAR 135 (a))? 

 
To remove the automatic suspension from competing in an event if your greyhound has not raced 
in 6 months, the trainer must supply a certificate from their veterinarian stating that the 
greyhound is “fit to start” at the time of the examination. These examinations are not done by 
the OTV on-course. A satisfactory trial is required before the greyhound can be nominated for 
any event. The OTV will however observe the greyhound before, during and after the satisfactory 
trial to assist Stewards in determining its suitability to return to racing. 

10. My greyhound has whelped a litter and I would like to race her again. What do I 
need to do (GAR 135 (a))? 

 
An automatic suspension from competing in an event will occur if your greyhound has whelped a 
litter.  A breeding female cannot race for 10 weeks after whelping her litter. It is likely she will 
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not have raced for 6 months or more, and in that case GAR 135(a) will apply. Regardless, to 
remove the suspension, the trainer must supply a certificate from their veterinarian stating that 
the greyhound is “fit to start” at the time of the examination. These examinations are not done 
by the OTV on-course. A satisfactory trial is required before the greyhound can be nominated for 
any event. The OTV will however observe the greyhound before, during and after the satisfactory 
trial to assist Stewards in determining its suitability to return to racing. 

11. Why can’t the On-Track Vet issue a certificate to clear the greyhound to race?  
 
Greyhounds that are ill, infested with parasites, or otherwise contagious, must not be presented 
on track as it poses an unnecessary risk to healthy greyhounds. Although a greyhound may 
appear to have recovered from an illness or condition, they may still be contagious. Females that 
are in season, should not be presented on track, as they may pose unnecessary distraction to 
other greyhounds. If these greyhounds require a veterinary clearance, it can be done through the 
trainer’s own veterinarian off track and away from an otherwise healthy racing population. 

Other conditions requiring a veterinary clearance may require a more detailed consultation and 
examination of the greyhound that includes diagnostic testing that is not available on-track for 
the OTV, who also has limited time to conduct a thorough consultation given other duties required 
to be performed at a race meeting. Their examination is therefore likely to be limited and cursory, 
insufficient to provide proper veterinary clearance. These examinations can instead be done 
through the trainer’s own veterinarian off track, where further diagnostic equipment is available 
to utilise and less time constraints exist.  

12. Where can I find more information? 
 

For further advice, contact GRV Stewards Department via stewardsadmin@grv.org.au  

13. Appendix 
 
• Quick Reference Table for Veterinary Clearances or Stand-Down Period Variations 
• GRV Greyhound Scratching or Clearance Certificate – Veterinarian Template 
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Quick Reference Guide for Veterinary Clearances and 
Stand-down Period (Penalty) Variations 

 
 
 

Rule Details Penalty Eligible to alter 
penalty? 

OTV can do the 
examination on 
course to meet 
requirement? 

Trainer’s own vet can 
issue a certificate to alter 
penalty or meet 
requirement? 

GAR 
22(5) 

Un-retirement of a greyhound Vet certificate 
required. Must be 
submitted prior to 
the satisfactory trial. 

No No. Off track vet 
must issue 
certificate. 

Yes. Vet must certify the 
greyhound is “fit to start” at 
the time of the examination. 

GAR 
41(1) 
 
GAR 
92(1) 

OTV stood down on track for 
injury (during an event) 
 
OTV scratched and stood 
down on track for injury 

Variable stand down 
period. 

Yes, but can only 
revoke or 
maintain penalty. 

Yes. Re-vet. Must be 
free of any injury to 
revoke, otherwise 
maintained. Subject 
to Sampling. 

No. Trainer must apply to 
Stewards for a re-vet on track 
via stewardsadmin@grv.org.au 
or (03) 8329 1100. 

GAR 
41(2) 
 
 
GAR 
92(1) 

OTV stood down on track for 
condition or illness (during an 
event). 
 
OTV scratched and stood 
down on track for condition or 
illness. 

Variable stand down 
period. 

Yes, but can only 
apply to reduce to 
10 days. 

No. Off track vet 
must issue 
certificate. 

Yes. Vet must certify the 
greyhound is “free of the 
illness or condition and is fit 
to start” at the time of the 
examination. 

GAR 
42(1) 

Vet or Stewards stand down 
greyhound after found to be 
severely distressed, severely 
ataxic, collapsed, or has 
suffered a seizure, erratic 
behaviour, or similar nervous 
system conditions. 

Variable stand down 
period. Satisfactory 
trial required. Vet 
certificate required. 
Must be submitted 
prior to the trial. 

Yes, but 
suspension 
imposed under 
GAR 42(3) 
remains. 

No. Off track vet 
must issue 
certificate.  
OTV must observe 
satisfactory trial. 

Yes. Vet must certify the 
greyhound is “in good health 
and is suitable to compete in 
an event” at the time of the 
examination. 

GAR 
42(4) 

Impaired vision (eyesight 
issues). 

Variable stand down 
period. Satisfactory 
trial required. Vet 
certificate required. 
Must be submitted 
prior to the trial. 

Yes, but can only 
apply to reduce to 
10 days, as per 
GAR 41(2). 

No. Off track vet 
must issue 
certificate.  
OTV must observe 
satisfactory trial. 

Yes. Vet must certify the 
greyhound has “adequate 
vision to see the lure.”  

GAR 
76(5) 

Scratched by trainer prior to 
appointed scratching time for 
injury or illness. 

10 days. Yes, but can only 
apply to reduce to 
7 days. 

No. Off track vet 
must issue 
certificate. 

Yes. Vet must certify the 
greyhound is “fit to start” at 
the time of the examination. 

GAR 
76(3) 
 
GAR 19 
(3)(w) 

Late - scratching by trainer 
after appointed scratching 
time for injury or illness. 

10 days and vet 
certificate ordered 
under GAR 19 (3)(w) 
requiring the 
greyhound is “fit to 
start”. Or Stewards 
may require 
examination under 
GAR 76 (3). 

No. Vet certificate 
must be received 
to race again. 

No. Off track vet 
must issue 
certificate. 

Yes. Vet must certify either: 
the greyhound is “fit to start” 
at the time of the 
examination; OR confirm the 
greyhound “was found to 
have x injury/illness and 
unlikely to race for x days”. 
The Stewards may also 
require the OTV to confirm 
the injury under GAR 76(3). 

GAR 
77(5) 
 
GAR 
92(2) 

Scratched by trainer prior to 
appointed scratching time for 
seasonal condition. 
OTV scratched and stood 
down on track for seasonal. 

28 days. Yes, can apply to 
revoke penalty. 

No. Off track vet 
must issue 
certificate. 

Yes, vet must certify the 
greyhound is “no longer in 
season” at the time of the 
examination 

GAR 
92(4) 

OTV scratched on track for 
contagious skin complaint, 
infested with parasites or 
otherwise in an unclean or 
contagious condition. 

Variable stand down 
period and a vet 
certificate required. 

Yes, can apply to 
revoke penalty. 

No. Off track vet 
must issue 
certificate. 

Yes. Vet must certify the 
condition “no longer exists” at 
the time of the examination. 

GAR 
133 
(1)(c) 

Racing after whelping. Vet certificate 
required. Must be 
submitted prior to 
the satisfactory trial. 

No. No. Off track vet 
must issue 
certificate. 

Yes. Vet must certify the 
greyhound is “fit to start” at 
the time of the examination. 

GAR 
135(a) 

Un-raced for more than 6 
months. 

Vet certificate 
required. Must be 
submitted prior to 
the satisfactory trial. 

No. No. Off track vet 
must issue 
certificate. 

Yes. Vet must certify the 
greyhound is “fit to start” at 
the time of the examination. 

 
 Email completed certificates to stewardsadmin@grv.org.au         Effective 8 June 2022 
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Greyhound Scratching/Clearance Certificate 
  
 
  

   Effective 8 June 2022 

 

Email completed certificate to stewardsadmin@grv.org.au    

Owner / Trainer Name:  

Dog Name:  Sex: (circle)    Male / Female 

Ear brand:   Age: 

 

Microchip Number:   9560000 _ _  _  _  _  _  _  _   Colour: 

 

I, as a registered veterinarian, certify that I have examined the greyhound identified above 
today and found it to be [as required by the relevant rule]:  

☐ Fit to start [GAR 22(5), GAR 76(3), GAR 76(5), GAR 133(1)(c), or GAR 135(a)]  

☐ No longer in season [GAR 77(5), GAR 92(2)] 

☐ No longer: suffering from a contagious skin complaint / infested with parasites / in an 
unclean or contagious condition [GAR 92(4)] 

☐ Free of the illness or condition and is fit to start [GAR 41(2), GAR 92(1)] 

☐ In good health and is suitable to compete in an event [GAR 42(1)] 

☐ In good health and have adequate vision to see the lure [GAR 42(4)] 

☐ No longer suffering the following injury/condition: ___________________________ 

☐ Suffering the following injury/condition: ___________________________________ 
and in my opinion, is unlikely to be fit to start for ____ days 

*Note GAR 41(1) and GAR 92 (1) require application for an on-track veterinary examination to revoke penalty 

 

Veterinary Clinic Details: 

 

Vet Signature: 

Vet Board Reg#: 

Date of Certification: 
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